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COMMUNICATION World Readiness Standards

Communicate 
effectively in more 
than one language in 
order to function in a 
variety of situations

Interpersonal Communication:
Learners interact and negotiate meaning in 
spoken, signed, or written conversations to 
share information, reactions, feelings, and 
opinions

Interpretive Communication:
Learners understand, interpret, and analyze 
what is heard, read, or viewed on a variety of 
topics

Presentational Communication:
Learners present information, concepts, and 
ideas to inform, explain, persuade, and narrate 
on a variety of topics using appropriate media 
and adapting to various audiences of listeners, 
readers, or viewers.
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CULTURES World Readiness Standards

Interact with cultural 
competence and 
understanding

Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives:

Learners use the language to investigate, explain, 
and reflect on the relationship between the 
practices and perspectives of the cultures studied.

Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives:

Learners use the language to investigate, explain, 
and reflect on the relationship between the 
products and perspectives of the cultures studied.



OBJECTIVE ACTIVITY ASSESSMENT

PRODUCTS
artifacts from the 

target culture: 

books, food, 

songs, household 

items, etc.

1. Students will compare 

Mexican and U.S food.

Students will watch a brief film 

about typical Mexican foods.  In 

groups of 3, they will list the 

foods they saw and heard about 

in the film.

Students will fill out a 

Venn Diagram to make 

the comparison.
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PRACTICES
patterns of 

behavior: 

greetings and 

leave-takings, 

holidays, 

celebrations, 

gestures, 

entertainment

2.  Students will know how and 

when to address people 

formally or informally.

Ties will be given to several 

students to wear as indicators of 

rank/age.  Students will interact 

in the classroom to introduce 

themselves to each other and 

engage in a short conversation, 

using the appropriate pronouns 

and  greetings / leave-takings.

Students will transcribe 2 

of the dialogues they had 

in class: one with a tie-

wearing student, the 

other with a tie-less 

student.



OBJECTIVE ACTIVITY ASSESSMENT

PRODUCTS
artifacts from the 

target culture: 

books, food, 

songs, household 

items, etc.

1. Students will compare 

Mexican and U.S food.

Students will watch a brief film 

about typical Mexican foods.  In 

groups of 3, they will list the 

foods they saw and heard about 

in the film.

Students will fill out a 

Venn Diagram to make 

the comparison.

PRACTICES
patterns of 

behavior: 

greetings and 

leave-takings, 

holidays, 

celebrations, 

gestures, 

entertainment

2.  Students will know how and 

when to address people 

formally or informally.

Ties will be given to several 

students to wear as indicators of 

rank/age.  Students will interact 

in the classroom to introduce 

themselves to each other and 

engage in a short conversation, 

using the appropriate pronouns 

and  greetings / leave-takings.

Students will transcribe 2 

of the dialogues they had 

in class: one with a tie-

wearing student, the 

other with a tie-less 

student.

PERSPECTIVES
values, ideas, 

beliefs, attitudes, 

etc.

3. Students will compare 

pastimes from 2 different 

French-speaking areas to 

understand differences in 

values.

Students will be asked to 

identify the regions on a map

(ie. Quebec and Haiti). In 

groups of 3, they will brainstorm 

to guess what kinds of pastimes 

would be popular in the 2 

different regions.  They will 

compare their guesses with the 

graphs of popular pastimes 

found on the Internet.

Students will answer a 

series of T/F questions 

stating possible reasons 

for the differences.



NCSSFL Interculturality can-do statements

NOVICE

Investigation of Products and Practices

I can identify some products and practices of cultures.

I can identify some common products related to home and community life of other cultures and my 

own

Examples:

 I can identify some geographical features of other countries

 I can identify familiar landmarks

 I can recognize some traditional and popular songs

 I can recognize some similarities and differences between the designs of houses, buildings, or 

towns.

 I can identify specific locations to have a meal, purchase a ticket, or buy something that I 

need.

 I can recognize some similarities and differences between my daily schedule and that of a peer 

in another culture

I can identify some common practices related to home and community life of other cultures and my 

own.

Examples:

 I can identify some common habits of eating of other cultures

 I can identify some habits of dress in other cultures.

 I can express the time and date as locals do.

 I can sometimes use the appropriate holiday greeting.



Understanding of cultural perspectives

I can identify some basic cultural beliefs and values

I can identify some beliefs and values related to age, gender, social class and ethnicity.

Examples:

 I can sometimes tell the way people address each other differently based on age and social 

standing.

 I can sometimes recognize that appropriate dress is determined by cultural traditions

 I can recognize that gender and age can determine one’s role in a family, school, and the 

workplace

I can identify some characteristics of national identity.

Examples:

 I can identify some elements of geography that define a nation.

 I can identify symbols that represent a nation

 I can identify the importance of some historical events through their celebration of national 

holidays and monuments

 I can identify major religions of a nation

I can identify ways in which cultures are globalized

Examples:

 I can identify some similar leisure activities across cultures

 I can identify some similar forms of dress across cultures

 I can identify common fast food restaurants across cultures

 I can identify examples of common technology use across cultures



Participation in Cultural Interaction

I can function at a survival level in an authentic cultural context.

I can imitate some simple patterns of behavior in familiar settings across cultures

Examples:

 I can imitate appropriate greetings

 I can recognize and imitate table manners

 I can sometimes identify what is culturally appropriate to say when gift-giving in situations, 

such as a birthday party, New Year’s, a wedding, etc.

 I can recognize and imitate culturally appropriate behavior in a restaurant or other public place

I can use memorized language and very basic cultural knowledge to interact with others.

Examples:

 I can sometimes ask and answer questions or make simple comments in a familiar cultural 

context such as a family event or a social event with peers

 I can understand and mention a general cultural reference, such as a song or movie title, author 

or composer, in a conversation

 I can play a simple board or card game with friends

I can use memorized language, and very basic knowledge of the culture to accomplish simple, routine 

tasks.

Examples:

 I can use a city map, GPS, or signs to help me find my way

 I can recognize and imitate how people count and use money in order to make a purchase

 I can follow a team’s win-loss record from a Web site



CONNECTIONS World Readiness Standards

Connect with other 
disciplines and acquire 
information and diverse 
perspectives in order to 
use the language to
function in academic  
and career related 
situations

Making Connections:

Learners build, reinforce, and expand their 
knowledge of other disciplines while using the 
language to develop critical thinking and to 
solve problems creatively.

Acquiring Information and Diverse 
Perspectives:

Learners access and evaluate information and 
diverse perspectives that are available through 
the language and its cultures.





COMPARISONS World Readiness Standards

Develop insight into 
the nature of language 
and culture in order to 
interact with cultural 
competence

Language Comparisons:

Learners use the language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on the nature of 
language through comparisons of the 
language studied and their own.

Cultural Comparisons:

Learners use the language to investigate, 
explain, and reflect on the concept of culture
through comparisons of cultures studied and 
their own.



Activities that compare languages…

GREETINGS:    when to use formal vs. informal

when to use “how are you?” and “whassup?”

IDIOMATIC SAYINGS:  i.e. colors

In English, cooked food turns brown.

In Arabic, cooked food turns red.

In English, an angry face is red.

In Arabic, it’s black.

http://www.nclrc.org/TeachingWorldLanguages/chap11-comparisons.pdf



COMMUNITIES World Readiness Standards

Communicate and 
interact with cultural 
competence in order to 
participate in 
multilingual 
communities at home 
and around the world

School and Global 
Communities:

Learners use the language both 
within and beyond the classroom 
to interact and collaborate in their 
community and the globalized 
world.

Lifelong Learning:

Learners set goals and reflect on 
their progress in using languages 
for enjoyment, enrichment, and 
advancement.



Bringing the community into the 

classroom:

Guest speakers  



Bringing the classroom into the 

Community:

Class visit to a target-culture grocery store



Bringing the classroom into the 

Community:

Service-Learning      Translating signs and menus for newcomers



Bringing the classroom into the 

Community:

Presenting target culture to local

US community

i.e.  A food

Celebration!





LEISURE ACTIVITIES IN THE ARAB WORLD

5 C’s

COMMUNICATION Students will learn to discuss likes and dislikes for themselves 

and others

CULTURES Students will identify cultural practices of the Arab world

CONNECTIONS Students will identify Arab world geography

COMPARISONS Students will compare leisure activities of the Arab world and 

the US  

COMMUNITY Students will create a website that shows different Arabic-

speaking regions and their preferred leisure activities with 

images and Arabic captions.
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COMMUNICATION
Students will identify classmates’ typical 

meal times and meal times of Germans, as 
well as different typical foods (telling 

time, times of day, names of food)

German eating habits



CULTURES
Students will discuss relationship 
between German meal times and 

German attitudes 

(Practices and Perspectives)

German eating habits



CONNECTIONS
Cooking.

In pairs, students will prepare 
a German recipe for the class.

German eating habits



COMPARISONS
Students will compare typical 

German foods with typical 
American foods.

German eating habits



COMMUNITIES
Students will invite members of the 

German-speaking community to visit 
their class during the food sampling 
to answer questions about German 

attitudes toward food.

German eating habits
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Activities that compare culture…
Breakfast 
This activity is for 9th Grade. In this activity the students learn about the similarities and 
differences in a common ritual, breakfast, across cultures. 
1. Ask students what they ate for breakfast for the past few days. Select typical answers and 

write down three or four in English. 
2. Tell the students (in the target language) that when you were in (whatever target language 

country in which you have traveled or lived) you would sometimes eat… 
3. Show pictures of the foods, real foods, ingredients – whatever you can that is concrete – to 

show typical breakfast foods in the target culture.
4. Show a visual vocab list from steps 1, 2, and 3. Give students a Venn diagram that they fill 

out according to the typical foods in each country, and which foods they have in common.
5. The students can then divide into groups to each write a letter to an imaginary target 

language student coming to visit the U.S. to tell them about the U.S. breakfast, what will be 
familiar and what will be unfamiliar. You can give model sentence structures such as, “In 
the U.S. some things we eat for breakfast are the same as what you eat, and some are 
different. As in (imaginary student’s country) we eat xxx, yyy, and zzz for breakfast. We 
also eat aaa, bbb, and ccc. I like to eat xxx, but I don’t like bbb for breakfast. The students 
can read each other their letters in the groups and then hand them in for you to use for 
evaluation. 

6. Follow-up activities can include reading a target culture menu that includes some of the 
breakfast foods, looking for the familiar vocabulary; writing letters as the imaginary target 
language student to tell the U.S. students about breakfast in their country; writing a real 
letter or blog for target language students to read about U.S. breakfast; and looking at 
target language advertisements that include foods for breakfast. A wonderful follow-up 
activity, if you have the time and resources and perhaps a parent to help, is to bring in food 
for a “tastes of a target culture breakfast” session. This is particularly effective if you pair 
the tasting with specific language activities such as commenting on whether the students 
like or dislike the foods, and asking for, or offering others, specific foods. Students can 
photograph the breakfast foods, label them, and make a little booklet about breakfast in 
the target language world. 


